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SEMARA Christmas Party

he party, held on December 18 a the

Century House in Acushnet, was attended
by 47 happy people. The festivities started of-
ficially a 6 p.m. But those in the know got
there earlier to “reserve’ the best tables. Of
course, there are no “bad” tables in the room.

For the first hour, there was a centraly lo-
cated table of grapes, various cheeses and
crackers for everyone to nibble on while en-
joying their favorite beverages. The bartender
was able to find soda, beer, wine, and mixed
drinksto satisfy the thirsty.

Our President, Ray Arruda, KB1EVX,
assisted by his wife Arlene, KB1K GG, took
charge of the gifts brought for the optional
gift exchange. Each gift was exchanged for a
numbered ticket. A random drawing for the
exchange was held later in the evening.

Before the dinner officially was served,
Ray took a few moments to read the names of
the eleven SEMARA members who became
Silent Keys during 2003. A moment of silence
was observed in their honor.

Dinner started around 7 p.m. with a com-

munity bow! of soup and a supply of rolls placed
on each table. Once the buffet was fully stocked,
each table had a chance to “un-stock” it. The
choices of main entrée ranged from baked stuffed
shrimp to rare roast beef to ham to baked chicken.
The sides included salad, tortellini, and potatoes.
As aways, you could return for seconds if you
were in the mood. No dinner would be complete
without dessert, in this case a light and airy
chocolate mousse with whipped cream. Coffee
and tea put the finishing touches on a great meal.

| W

The formal end of the party was the drawing
and selection of the gifts from the gift exchange
table. The scheme is simplicity itself: each OM
brings a gift for an OM, each YL for aYL. At the
drawing, OMs choose from the pile of OM gifts
and the YLs from the YL gifts. Amazingly, it
comes out even!

One of the major attractions of the party is the
chance to meet with the members and their guests
in such arelaxed setting. The conversation is light
and most informative because of the “mixed’
company. SEMARA always throws a great party!

| Photos

by Larry
Lygren,
W1DBX
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ADVERTISING

Commercial ads the size of a busness card
will be accepted. Rates are $5.00 for one
insertion, $20.00 for six insertions, and $35.00
for twelve insertions.

Non-commercial ads up to forty words in
length will be accepted. Rate is $3.00 for one
or $12.00 for six insertions. Club members
have one free non-commercial ad per month.
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THE DEADLINE FOR
SUBMITTING ARTICLES FOR
PUBLICATION ISTHE 15™
OF THE PRECEDING MONTH.

IT SEEMS TO ME ...

he year of 2004 promises to be a year of change and, perhaps,

some surprises. For example, 2003 World Radiocommunication
Conference eliminated the requirement for Morse code proficiency to
gain HF access. To keep up with the times, however, the IARU pro-
posed adding a new character—the commercial "at" or @ symbol—to
permit sending e-mail addresses in Morse code. The new recommenda
tion proposes using the letters A and C run together (.--.-.) to represent
the @ symbol.

he ARRL is reporting that FEMA, the federal agency here in the

United States tasked with overseeing emergency communications
and other emergency responses, has now come out against the scheme
of broadband Internet over power lines, citing potential interference to
communications during emergency situations.

"FEMA has concluded that introduction of unwanted interference
from the implementation of BPL technology into the high frequency
radio spectrum will result in significant detriment to the operation of
FEMA radio systems such as FNARS," says FEMA.

BPL is one of those things that may seem like a good ideawhen it is
first introduced, but, as predicted, it is not standing up under scrutiny
by engineering professionals around the world. The ARRL quickly ad-
dressed the broadband over power line interference potential, and con-
tinuesto do so. Read it online at:

FOOLING AROUND

Find the hidden phrase
suggested by the follow-

ing:
2XWRONG =LEFT

(“x” standsfor “times”)

ANSWER - See page 7

<http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2003/12/08/1/?nc=1>.

he WIA "Welcome to HF QSO Party." On New Y ear's Day 2004,

all Australian radio amateurs—whether or not they've passed a
Morse code examination—will gain access to the high-frequency (HF)
bands. The WIA invites the world's Amateur Radio fraternity to join an
on-the-air celebration to mark the occasion. The WIA Welcome to HF
QSO Party will begin at 0001 Australian Eastern Daylight Time (1301
UTC December 31) and conclude at 2400 UTC January 1, New Year's
Day. VK radio amateurs appearing on HF bands for the first time will
have three-letter call sign suffixes beginning with H, T, U, X, Y or Z.
WIA stations joining the QSO Party will have two-letter "WI" call sign
suffixes or three-letter suffixes starting with "WI". Listen for the call
"CQ WIA Welcome to HF QSO Party." There's more information on
the WIA Web site <http://www.wia.org.au/>.

—The ARRL Letter, Vol. 22 No. 50

2004 SEM ARA OFFICERS

President
Donald Manley, N1IPMB

Trustees. (year termisup)

Edward Blouin, KA1IAW (2004) - Chairman
Andrew Reuter, WA1FNM (2006)

Norman Riley, W1ATI (2005)
William Miller, J., K1IBR (2007)

Charles Moszcensky, KB1FRL

Treasurer
Scott Szala, W1EV

Vice President Secretary

Ronald Silvia, WB1HGA

Board of Directors:

Ray Arruda, KB1EV X
David Dean, K1JGV

Larry Houbre, Jr., AALFS (2008) Marty Jordon, KA1YFV
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& MEETING MINUTES &

he Business Meseting was called to order December 4, 2003
at 7:00 p.m. by Ray Arruda, KB1EVX. Forty seven mem-
bers were present, 206 absent.

The Secretary’s report (Henry R. Blanchett Jr., W1GYL) was
accepted asread.

The Treasurer’ sreport (Scott Szala, W1EV ) was accepted as
read.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Buildings and Grounds (Andy Reuter, WA1FNM )—Fue ail
tank was filled. Fire extinguishers have been checked. Winter
is upon us, please keep the doors closed when not in use.

Technical (Carl Bredberg, K1K1D)—Our 80 foot tower needs a
pin through the mast to stop the antenna from dipping.

Activities (Scott Szala, W1EV)—Christmas Party, Dec. 18. Hope
everyone has a great time. Scott Szalawastold by Al Costello
that our two-meter antennawill be installed the next time he
climbs the tower.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Scholarship (Larry Houbre, Jr., AA1IFS)—Absent.
Internet (Larry Houbre, Jr., AA1FS)—Absent.
Fleamarket (Dick Simpkin, WA1CRA)—Nothing to report.

ARES (Rob Macedo, KD1CY )—.Rob wished to thank everyone
who participated in therecent black out. There will be another
ARES Drill February 21, 2004. The scenario will be amajor
loss of power..

Communications (Car| Bredber g, K1K1D)—A thank you letter
was received for the stamps that were donated.

Ratifications*—.Five new members were voted into the club. See
“CLUB NOTES’ (page 4) for the names.

President’s Comments (Ray Arruda, KB1EVX)—The President
wishes to thank everyone who gave donationsto the club. He
also wishes to thank everyone who helped him during histerm
as president. He wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Y ear.

Old Business—There will be no extra cost to have another |1P ad-
dress put on our computer cable line.

New Business—
A motion* to purchase a boom for amikein the radio room.

A collection of $75.00 collected from the members present

at the meeting to help keep up the 145.490 repester in Fair-
haven. Any other donations from those who use this machine
would be greatly appreciated.

ELECTION—The following were elected into office for 2004.
President: Donald Manley, N1IPMB
Vice President: Charles M oszcensky, KB1FRL
Secretary: Ronald Silvia, WB1IHGA
Treasurer: Scott Szala, W1EV
Board of Directors:
Ray Arruda, KB1EVX
Marty Jordon, KA1YFV
David Dean, K1LIGV
Trustee: Larry Houbre, Jr., AA1FS (5-year term)

FOR THE GOOD OF THE CLUB—A phone call at 7:50 p.m.
from Ed Duclos, WA1ZCB saying he made it back to Stuart,
FL before the snow storm..

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Submitted by Henry R. Blanchett Jr., W1GYL, Secretary

* Votes and motions passed are made by the members present.

DIRECTIONS TO CLUB

RORETH

MEST EAST

INTERSTATE 155

[¢ U E ROUTE &

B bW Ty i T

|

SEMARA CLUBHOUSE
54 DONALD STREET
SOUTH DARTMOUTH
(508) 992-0613

147.00/ 147.60
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anuary is a month that sig-
nals the start new things.
Plan to achieve just one god,
like upgrading your license or
building that gizmo you have
been thinking about forever or
|

Of course you could decide to
come to the next Tech Talk or
the Zero Beat Folding Party.
That would be nice, too.

S;;eaking of a new start, let
e apologize to one of our

newer members. Not only did |
spell his name wrong, but | got
his call wrong too. So here it is,
as is should have been in the
first place:

Donald M azzucchi, KA1BXB

ive applicants were voted
life members of the club
during the December 4, 2003
business meeting:
Thomas Dussault, no call
Norman R. Guivens, N1IPS
Henry Keefe, KB1GQC
John Robert Malicky, no call
Robert G. Stoner, WE2Z
Welcome to the club!

ongratulations are in order

for passing exams at the
SEMARA VE Session on De
cember 6, 2003:

Thomas Dussault passed both
the Technician and General writ-
ten exams.

Bob Manchester, KB1JBC
passed the General written
exam.

Fine Business gentlemen!

D" CLUB NOTES

&

SEMARA EVENT CALENDAR

JANUARY 2004

3—VE Sesson, 10:30 am.
8—Business M eeting, 7:00 p.m.
15—Ragchewing, 6:30 p.m.

22—Tech Talk, 7:00 p.m. QRP,
by Carl Bredberg, K1KID

29—ZERO BEAT folding party, 4:30 p.m.

Ragchew at the clubhouse every Sunday at 7 - 11 a.m.

Drop by and enjoy a cup of coffee and donuts!

\

NEXT SEMARA

VE SESSION
JANUARY 3, 2004

10:30 A.M. @ CLUBHOUSE

LARRY HOUBRE, JR., AA1FS

508-991-6055

10

12

15

17

JANUARY
VE SESSIONS

Providence, RI, 7:00 p.m.
Judy Nelson, KC1RI
401-231-9156

Falmouth, M A, 9:00 aam.
Joanne Reid, N1LNE
508-548-1121

Brookline, MA, 7:00 p.m.
Mike Ardai, N1IST
781-321-7939

Norwood, MA, 7:30 p.m.
Richard Cantin, AALTI
508-339-1089

Marlborough, MA, 9:00 a.m.
Bill Wade, K11J
607-699-3670

1—New Years Day, Business Meeting next week




January 2004

SEMARA’'s ZERO BEAT

Page 5

Silent Keys

RICHARD F. SIMPKIN, SR., WA1CRA, SK
A member since 1965, Dick Simpkin, WA1CRA,
73, died unexpectedly on December 16, 2003, just
prior to his scheduled heart bypass operation.

Sympathy cards may be sent to:
Simpkin Family

69 DeWolf Street

New Bedford, MA 02740

May herest in peace.

RONALD D. CORREIA, N1DXD, SK
Ron Correia, N1DXD, 60, passed away December
9, 2003, after along illness. Ron was fighting leu-
kemia and recently underwent a successful bone
marrow transplant. His sudden death was a shock to
all.

Sympathy cards may be sent to:
Correia Family

10 Gorham Street

South Dartmouth, MA 02748

May herest in peace.

Convalesecing

eve Spulock, N1DSN, underwent two opera-

ions recently and is convalescing at Blair
House, 397 County Street, New Bedford. He isin
Room 121 and plansto get atelephone soon.

Visitors are welcomel !

Send cards to:

Steven Spulock
Rm 121

Blair House

397 County Street
New Bedford, MA
02740

SEMARA Notes

DONATIONS NEEDED

he 145.490 repeater has lost its High Power

Amplifier. About 10 years ago when it was
replaced, the cost was $495.00. Today a new one
will be $590.00 + Tax and Shipping

The vendor is Advanced Communications Sys-
tems. All other information is on the site: <http://
www.advcommsys.com>. We will be getting a
new amplifier soon. The old one will eventually be
repaired by them so it can be used as a spare.

The amplifier that blew up was from 1985 when
| bought the 145.490 repeater. The Fairhaven re-
peater doesn't get any income like SEMARA does.
So we need to ask all amateurs to make a donation
to get it back to full power. Please donate anything
you can for the cause.

We collected $75.00 a the SEMARA December
Business meeting. | mentioned the need for dona-
tions to the people that use the Fairhaven repeater.
on the SkyWarn WX net. Some of them will be
sending a check directly to Rob:

Robert D. Macedo
50 Mandell Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

macedo@pop.ma.ultranet.com
73delLarry, W1DBX

MEMBERS ECHOLINK NODES

CALL FREQ PL NODE
WB1HGA  147.440smplex 67.0 2061
KB1HGJ 145.520 smplex 123.0 4722
N1XRS 146.595 smplex 141.3 8998
W1DBX-L 63494
KD1CY 145.490- 142790
W1RJC 443.800+ 88.5 4259

Who else is out
there?

Send me the infor-
mation and you,
too, can be listed.

editor@semara.org
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HF Beacons—A great tool for HF DXers
by Carl Bredberg, K1KID

os folks unfamiliar with HF beacons will

dismiss operating on a band that appears to
have no activity, and move on to the next lower HF
band looking for better conditions. What if the band
was really wide open and everyone monitoring
moves on, with out so much as a single CQ, be-
cause they hear no activity either?

Strange as it might seem, and based on my per-
sonal experience as well, this happens quite fre-
guently. Of course no one wants to waste a lot of
time CQing a dead band either, but there is a solu-
tion.

The "Northern California DX Foundation” has
distributed 18 transmitters all around the world, on
every continent and places in between. They are
synchronized to operate one after the other in se-
guence, each on the same frequency in each band.
Each transmitter transmits precisely on 14.100,
18.110, 21.150, 24.930, and 28.200 MHz in rota-
tion.

On any given band, all 18 beacons will have
transmitted their ID in CW at 22 wpm within a 3
minute period. After a beacon IDs, it transmits 4
long dashes, the first a 100 watts, next is 10 watts,
then 1 watt and last is 100 milliwatts. So it is possi-
ble to determine if a band is open and how good the
opening is, al in a 3 minute period. Now that's
great stuff!

If you are not a CW type, not to worry. 1Ding
the beacons can be done with your PC. There is
software available that knows when a beacon
should be transmitting and will highlight that bea
con on a map. You need to synchronize your PC
clock to WWV to get accurate time correlation for
the beacon ID program. Time synchronization pro-
grams are available free on the website mentioned
below.

See <http://www.ncdxf.org/beacons.html> for
beacon frequencies under the "Beacon Status' tab
on their web site. The software to ID the beacons, if
you need it, can be downloaded from locations
listed under the "Tools for Listeners' tab on the
same web page.

| hope this is a help to all you DXers out there.
Even if you don't chase DX, this is fascinating
stuff. Give the beacons a listen, | think you will be
fascinated too.
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BEACON LOCATION MAP

NCDXF/I ARU Beacon L ocations

Call L ocation Latitude Longitude Grid Sq
4U1UN US United Nations, New Y ork City
40° 45 N 73°58 W FN3JAS
VEBAT Canada Eureka, Nunavut
79° 59 N 85° 57 W EQ79AX
W6WX US Mt. Umunhum, CA
37°09 N 121°54' W CM97BD
KH6WO US Laie, Hawaii 21°38 N 157°55' W BL11AP
ZL 6B New Zedland Masterton 41°03' S175°36' E RE78TW
VKG6RBP Australia Rolystone 32°06' S116° 03 E OF87AV
JA2IGY Japan Mt. Asama  34°27 N 136° 47' E PM 84JK
RR90 Russia Novosibirsk 54°59' N 82°54' E NO14K X
VR2B Hong Kong Hong Kong 22° 16' N 114° 09' E OL 72BG
4S7B Sri Lanka Colombo 6°54' N 79°52' E M J96
ZS6DN South Africa Pretoria 25°54' S28°16' E KG44DC
574B Kenya Kiambu 1°01' S37°03 EKI188M X
4X6TU lgael Te Aviv 32°03 N 34°46' EKM72JB
OH2B Finland Karkkila 60° 32" N 24°06' E KP2BM
CS3B Madeira Santo daSerra 32°43 N 16°48 W IM120R
LU4AA Argentina Buenos Aires
34° 37 S58°21' W GFQI5TJ
12°04' S76°57 W FH17MW
10° 25' N 66°51' W FK 68NJ

OA4B Pau Lima
YV5B Venezuda Caracas

Current Beacon Status

VESAT OFF

WEWX Power levels do not step

KH6WO OFF on 18 and 24 MHz bands

JA2IGY OFF

RR90 Intermittent, callsign sometimes garbled
OH2B OFF

LU4AA Callsign sometimes garbled

OAZ2B OFF
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Please support these fine sponsor s of our newsletter

WORLDWIDE

DISTRIBUTION

Chuck Wyrick

Manager
N1uC

224 N. Broadway
Salem, NH 03079
(603) 898-3750, 1-800-444-0047

ANAHEIM, CA « ATLANTA, GA « DENVER, CO « OAKLAND, CA
PHOENIX, AZ « PORTLAND, OR « SALEM, NH « SAN DIEGO, CA
SUNNYVALE, CA « VAN NUYS, CA « WOODBRIDGE, VA

STAN & PAUL’S, INC.

215 State Road
No. Dartmouth, M A 02747

We meet or beat all appliance prices!

Sales Resale Store Service
(508) 994-6060 (508) 999-3623 (508) 994-4311
(508) 295-3700 Fax: (508) 999-9373  (508) 994-9082

~ Call Today or Visit UsOn-Line~
E-mail:
info@stanandpaul s.com

Web site:

www.stanandpauls.com  -or-

NOQUOCHOKE ORCHARDS

594 Drift Road, Westport, MA 02790
(508) 636-2237

24

Apples - Pears - Peaches
Sweet Apple Cider - Squash
Westport Macomber Turnips
Hay & Custom Work

/ BERNIE PEABODY NTIMO
<®> ))))] DICK WILBORG ~ W1ZC

/™ BELTRONICS, INC.

e AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE DIVISION

-i- www.beltronics.net

603-465-2422 P.O. BOX 330

603-889-7905 19 PROCTOR HiLL RD.

800-323-5876 FAX 603-465-3320 HOLLS, NH 03049

? Cappuccino

Bagels
% Gourmet Muffins
Expresso  Cream Cheeses

Boston Coffee & Bagel

122 Allen Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
(508) 992-3064

Also serving fine deli lunches

NEW BEDFORD LINGUICA COMPANY, INC.
Manufacturers of

56 Davis Street Phone (508) 992-9367
New Bedford, MA 02746 Fax (508) 992-9398
http://www.fragozo.com Credit Cards Accepted

A POINT TO PONDER

"Only two things are infinite,
the universe and human stupid-
ity, and I'm not sure about the
former."
- Albert Einstein
(1879-1955)

KAITHM
f Broadcast Audio Systems

“Shouldn’t your voice sound like you?” M

Mathew Vangel

o Commercial Audio Equipment KA1THM

o Cabling- Transmission/Audio North Dartmouth, MA.
www.kalthm.com
kalthm@kalthm.com
(508)-998-6990

« RF Receivers- Scanners/SWL

e Microphones— Broadcast/Studio

1HOIY BaXew 1,uop SONOIM OM L




SEMARA NET DIRECTORY 2004 FLEAMARKET
Jan 17 - NE Antique RC
Sunday - 8:00am. 28700||  — SEMCARESNET — Nashua NH: $2@9 $15/T@7
Daily - 7:00 p.m. 147.000 145.490- (Fairhaven Repeater)
Monday to Friday FAIRHAVEN WEATHER NET
7.30am. 3.872 8:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 145.490 SEMARA WEBSITE:
http://www.semara.org
SEMARA SWAP NET — Mondays at 7:30 p.m. on 147.000 | E-MAIL: info@semara.org

LOCAL REPEATER DIRECTORY

| Frequency CTCSS Call L ocation | | Frequency CTCSS Call L ocation
144 440
145.150 - 123.0 WAI1DGW Fall River 441.400 + 192.8 WG1U Assonet
145.490 - KD1CY* Fairhaven 442.200 + 88.5 NINRL Fall River
146.655 - 88.5 WA1GPO Falmouth 442.600 + 100.0 KILIQ Tiverton, RI
146.685 - WI1LM Plymouth 443.450 + 88.5 K1IMYL Westport
146,700 - K1CR Cranston, RI 443.500 + 141.3 K1PBO Barnstable
146.730 - WI1SGL Sandwich 443.600 + NSIN Norwel |
146.760 - WI1HQV Scituate, RI 443.800 + 88.5 WI1RJIC* Dartmouth
146.955 - 88.5 K1PBO Dennis 444,200 + 118.8 N1YHS Bourne
147.000 + s=mara 67.0 WIAEC Dartmouth 444.250 + 141.3 WAI1GPO Falmouth
147.135 + 67.0 NDIN Taunton 444,350 + 88.5 WIACT Fall River
147.180+ 67.0 WIiMV Bridgewater 444 550 + 88.5 WMV Bridgewater
147.345 + 88.5 KB1QL Vineyard 447.075 - 88.5 N1DZD Kingston
* Nodes: IRLP=4617, EchoLink=142790 * Nodes: IRLP =4259, EchoLink=4259

Southeastern Massachusetts Amateur Radio Association, Inc.
54 Donald Street, South Dartmouth, MA 02748

FIRST

PLACE LABEL HERE




