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LOVELL'SISLAND AND THE NARROWS

he Solar Flux Index was 67. About as low as it

can go and the predicted temperature was for the
mid 90's. Traffic was light for the one hour drive to
Hull. We arrived at Fort Revere right at our sched-
uled time and were on the air just about on schedule.

As usual we started on 80 meters. Whitey only
made 4 contacts. But 3 of those were ARLHS mem-
bers so that made it worthwhile.

Then, changing our normal game plan, we went to
20 meters SSB. Pickings were rare and Whitey only
got 9 contacts; of these 9, 4 were West German DX.

From there | went to 20 CW where | was pleas-
antly surprised to have a pipe line to Western Europe
and work 5 DX including Germany, Poland, Scot-
land, Croatia and Slovenia. | ended up with 11
QSOs. Then we went to 40 SSB where Whitey had a
pretty good run. From there it was 40 CW where |
only got 4 contacts then back to 40 SSB where

Whitey had another good run.

Wethen tried 20 CW and | had another nice run of
11 QSOs and added 4 more countries working Eng-
land, Scotland, Italy and Bulgaria.

At one point both 20 and 40 died out, so we de-
cided to try 30 meters CW. We set up on the QRP
frequency and | managed 4 QSOs. These were a redl
challenge as two of them were QRP. One running 3
watts and the other 5 watts. The next contact must
have been running a KW in to a monobander; he just
about blew my eardrums out because | had the audio
gain turned way up for QRP stations!

All and all, a pretty good day considering condi-
tions. North-South propagation was not as good as
normal and we only worked 5 Canadians.

eep the Flame guys and gals and check for the

next activation by the Cape Crusaders on the DX

Summit:

http://oh2ag.kolumbus.com/dxs/hfdx25.html
The Cape Crusaders,

K1VV (WHITEY) ARLHS #957 on the mike
and N1DT (DON) ARLHS #962 on the key.

Stats: Total QSOs - 92; ARLHS members - 20; DX -
9, States - 14, and Canadians - 5.

BAND cw
75
40 3
20 22
30 4
TOTAL 29
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It seemstome...

deBab - KIKVV <editor@semara.org>

hat repeater usage will be under-going a significant change in our
area. With the PAVE PAWS situation, some of the local 440 re-
peater have been asked to reduce their power output by 50 dB or more.

That's a reduction by a factor of 10° or 100,000. A 100 Watt re-
peater would now be limited to 1 milliwatt! One station was asked to
reduce by 56 dB; that’s 250 microwatts or less, depending what their
starting output power was!

Is it any wonder that you won't be hearing too much 440 activity
near Otis Air Force base? That’s why | replaced the repeater directory
for 440 with onefor 222. The list for 440 was last updated on Septem-
ber 15; but still had some repeaters not listed as OFF, like Falmouth.
So, you are advised to check http://www.nerepeaters.com/
se.htm#440 regularly to see who is still operating on the band.

ongratulations to the new officers. Welcome to Rick, W1RJC as

Secretary and the two new Trustees, Mike, N1ITQ and Charlie,
WAZLJFD. | look forward to their counsel as they help us with the task
of getting through the next few months.

We have been doing well in spite of everything — oil spill, clean-
up, razing of the Quonset hut and the furnace building. Looking at the
silver lining, we will be upgrading our dectric service to 200 A, the
heating will be via eectricity. Now we can concentrate on why we are
aclub — Amateur Radio.

There are several service opportunities in October. The Boy Scout
JOTA is scheduled for October 19. Details: http://www.scouting.or g/
inter national/highlights/22-218.html. The 2007 Simulated Emer-
gency Test is slated for October 27. Rob, KD1CY will fill usin at the
next business meeting. Need something else to get involved in? Just
check out the ARRL, SKYWARN and American Red Cross websites.
I’m sure there are plenty things you can participate in while holding up
the service component of the Amateur Radio Service.

HAMMIN" AROUND

Question* T1B04 What FCC call sign program might you use to
obtain a call sign containing your initials?

The vanity call sign program

The sequential call sign program

The special event call sign program

Thereisno FCC provision for choosing a your call sign

CoOw>»

*

2006 Element 2 Technician Class Question Pool (good thru 2010-06-30) Answer on page 7
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GLUB NOTES

ctober brings to mind many im-  ca—

ages, such as the harvest of fruits
and vegetables. | especially look for- [_(‘
ward to the bushels of ‘drops’ that |
can make into Apple Crisp. | never ,‘@
mastered the pie crust, so | just
throw together the oatmeal crisp topping for the ap-
ple slices and just bake it! Boy, does that smell good.

If your place is like mine, it aso
means there will be lots of leaves to
deal with. But you can always look
at the brighter side, fewer leaves on
the trees means it's easier to string g%
your wire antennas around and
through the branches. Now, where
did | put those dog-bone insulators?

Have you noticed that Whitey, -
K1VV and Don, N1DT seem to"
end up about even when it comes
to activating lighthouses as
W1AA? That means that, on average, you can dou-
ble your score in a contest if you add CW to your
arsenal. And if you just want to have fun, check out
30-m. There seems to be some activity there almost
anytime. Who said you can’t have fun when the sun
isn't spotty?

With the VE Sessions starting up, it
seems like an ideal opportunity to invite ¢
the new Radio Amateurs to get on the § ‘;&'
air. Wdl, we do have an operating sta- -T"‘
tion right there in the same room. And, according to
the SEMARA log, there are lots of stations operating
on 10-m, for the new Technicians. Be sure to invite
them to join in on any of our local nets. I'd bet that
the ‘Camel drivers’ on the daily 7PM 2-m net would
be delighted to meet them.

Become more ‘radio-active! ?

LOCAL NET ACTIVITY
Everybody, check in to these local nets!

2-m Roundtable “Camel” Net is held every evening
at 7 p.m. on the SEMARA Repeater, W1AEC,
147.000+ with aPL of 67.0 Hz.

6-m USB Net is held Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m. on
50.200 MHz. Bob, NIHCW (Acushnet) is net
control.

10-m USB Net is held Tuesdays at 8:30 p.m. on
28.490 MHz. Bob, NIHCW (Acushnet) is net
control.

3868 kHz SEMARA Morning Net is held weekdays
from 7:30-8 am. Eastern.

NEXT SEMARA VE SESSION

Saturday, October 6, 2007
10:30 a.m.

Contact: Larry, AA1FS
L RHquy@earthlink.net
508-991-6055

SUDOKU

ere's something to keep you busy while waiting
for the band to open. Solution ison page6.

POINT TO PONDER

"Moral indignation isjealousy
with ahalo.”

- H. G. Wells (1866-1946)

6 915
413 1
6|8

2 4
511 3
7 2
7 9
6 9|3
5 4 2
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& EETIVG MiNuTES

SEPTEMBER 6, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the
president Louis Mester, W1CH. The salute to the
flag was followed by a roll call. A quorum of 27
members was present. NoO guests were in atten-
dance.

Secretary’s Report (Mike McDonald, KBINB,
acting): Larry Lygren, W1DBX, moved to accept
the minutes of the August meeting as presented in
September's Zerobeat. Motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report (Mike McDonald, KB1NB):
Club’s financial accounts balance is $64,332.40 as
of 31 August 2007. NETCOM's September rent
received in the non-contract amount of $2420. A
maturing Certificate of Deposit in the amount of
$30,900.08 has been deposited to savings. Accord-
ing to club records last year's chicken barbeque was,
essentially a break even proposition at $5.00 per
ticket with 44 tickets sold and expenses of $217.56.
Mike asked that, since his original annual budget of
$50 was expended, that an additional $30 be author-
ized. Armand Augustine, W1BUG, moved that
$30 be authorized for treasurer expenses. Motion
passed unanimously. The cost of security cameras
exceeded the authorized amount of $500 by $86.96.
Armand Augustine, W1BUG, moved that the ad-
ditional amount be approved. Motion passed unani-
mously. Armand Augustine's, W1BUG, mation to
refer the report to audit passed unanimously.
Standing Committee Reports

Technical Committee (Dave Goldstein, W1DJG):
Security cameras have been purchased. Some noise
on the repeater may be due to intermodulation. The
new RFID club entry system is operational. Addi-
tional RFID card-keys and fobs are on order. Dave
thanked Charlie Days, WA1JFD, for his donation
of acommercial UPS to replace the stolen unit. The
membership expressed its appreciation with a round
of applause.

Buildings & Grounds (Mike Miller, N1ITQ, [not
present]): no report.

Scholarship (Larry Houbre, AA1FS [not pre-
sent]): no report.

Special Committee Reports
Activities (Scott Szala, W1EV [not present]): no
report.

Ares/Skywarn (Rob Macedo, KD1CY): August
was fairly quiet. The Red Cross requested help with
an upcoming test in October. The event will serve

as the Simulated Emergency Test (SET) for 2007.
Currently it is planned for October 27 at 9:00 am.
More info will be available at the next meeting. The
VolIP hurricane net is going well. December 1 will
be SKYWARN recognition day.

Building/Renovation (Dave Dean, K1JGV): Dave
recommends installing electric heat to solve the
club's heating problem.

QSLs (John Nery, WA1ESO):
sponding to one QSL in August.

Repeater: Rick Cabral, W1RJC, announced that
the node would be returning to the repeater thanks to
the donation of 1SA sound cards.

Website (Tim Smith, N1TI [not present]): none.
Communications: no report.

Ratification of New Members:
tions received this month.

President’s Comments: None.

Old Business: MikeMcDonald, KBINB, re-
ported that the oil spill cleanup is continuing. High
readings of contamination under the furnace house
requireits demolition for the further, necessary exca-
vation. The furnace has been removed to the storage
container. An invoice has been received from Frank
Corp. for labor and materials through August 1 in the
amount of $24,142.79.

New Business: Armand Augustine, W1BUG,
moved to install electric heat in the club at a cost not
to exceed $5000. Motion passed: 23 yess, 1 nay.

For the Good of the Club: Mike McDonald,
KBI1NB, reported that a member has set up a con-
tainer for donations to cover the cost of coffee and
donuts but reminds members that purchase with the
club's funds is authorized by a motion approved in
January.

Elections: Electionswere held for the (2) vacant
trustee positions and secretary's position. Results:

Trustee: 24 ballots @ 2 votes per ballot; 13 required
for election. Charlie Days, WA1JFD, 23 votes;
Mike Miller, N1ITQ, 17 votes; Chris Smith,
K1CJS, 4 votes. Charlie Days and Mike Miller
elected.

Secretary: 23 votes cast, 12 required for election.
Rick Cabral, W1RJC, eected with 23 votes.

Dave Neal's, W2DAN, motion to adjourn passed
unanimously at 8:23 p.m.

John reports re-

No applica-

Respectfully submitted,
Mike McDonald, KBINB, acting secretary
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SEMARA NEWS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“With respect to your comments in the September
"It Seemsto Me", once again | am encouraged to
respond.

"Without involvement, thereis no commitment”

Truer words were never spoken, or in this case writ-
ten. Activity in any club, beit Ham Radio or Stamp
Callecting, helpsto pull peopletogether for the
common cause, and in this case, Ham Radio and the
SE Mass Amateur Radio Assn. Activity does mean
getting involved, it also means stepping up to the
plate, it means walking the walk not just talking the
talk. Talk is cheap, and actions do speak louder than
words.

If you are in ham radio just to see what you can
get out of it, i.e. a free loader, without giving any-
thing back, you're in the wrong hobby. Amateurs
through out the years have given of themselves for
others. Amateurs have gone out of their way to be
involved in emergency communications, communi-
cations for various events as well as having fun acti-
vating lighthouses, QRP events, helping with search
and rescue, field day events, helping others get on
the air, practicing the hobby as well as honing their
skills as ham radio communicators, builders, and
designersjust to mention a few.

Activity in the club means strong leadership, lead-
ers who are willing to make a commitment, leaders
who have a vision, a plan, a direction, helping each
other, helping the club, helping yoursdves. It means
learning a new skill, it means helping a new ham
learn the code or some theory, it means helping an
older ham to get back on the air, it means a lot of
different things. It means acting like responsible
people, it means doing things for the good of the
club.

SEMARA has come a long way from when |
joined it in 1955. From meeting in people's homes
during the very early days, to our small rented store
front in the south end of New Bedford, to what we
have today. There have been hams in the club who
were long time members prior to me joining the
club, and many who are now SK. Obviously, many
of them most of you have never met, and wouldn't
know their calls or their involvement in the club, but
they gavetheclub alot.

They gave it direction, they had a plan, they
helped each other. We had a ten meter group of mo-
biles, a six meter group of mobiles, many belonged
to the New Bedford Civil Defense and met at the

BBQ?

Rumor has it that there will be a SEMARA BBQ
on the 27" of October. Be sure to check with
Scott, W1EV for confirmation.

Tickets may go on sale as early as the business
meeting on October 4.

The latest information can be found on the web-
site http://semara.org.

PLEASE PASS THE WORD!
Bob, K1KVV, Editor

warming house at Buttonwood Park. We had a group
of AM-ers on 75 meter fone and the list goes on and
on. We obviously had mobile hunts, and we visited
other clubs. Us newer hams looked up to and re-
spected the older hams, and they helped us get
started in the hobby.

The club has grown, and with growth comes new
idess. It's healthy to have a difference of ideas. If you
are willing to make a commitment for the good of
the club and for the good of amateur radio, then lets
al pull in the same direction and get this train mov-
ing again.

Throughout the years, since 1932 when the club
was formed, local amateurs have made a commit-
ment for the good of the club. Many of the earlier
members made a commitment to buy the land as well
as the ole hut and have it moved to what was it's lo-
cation on 54 Donald St. They did this in part to build
the best amateur radio club they could, and to pro-
vide local amateurs not only a place to meet, but a
place they could operate from. Local amateurs over
the years have done the same thing.

Among other things, they made a commitment to
build the building that is currently being used as the
meeting place and radio room for the club. Many
have made a commitment to provide for the good of
the club.

Now the club is entrusted into your hands as many
of us older amateurs have either taken a back seat,
moved away, or have passed on. What will you do
with what was left to you? Will you commit to con-
tinue building for the good of the club?

You may have heard this somewhere before. Be a
leader, not a follower.

73 de Art, W1F JI, Tallahassee, Florida

[The text was edited to fit into the space available - Editor.]
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More SEMARA NEWS

CHARLIE, KD1DA ILL

harlie Pelletier, KD1DA, has been in St. Lukes

Hospital for the past month with an undisclosed
ailment. He is in the ICU area of the hospital and
visitation is restricted to family. Cards are welcome!

Charles Pelletier
Attn: ICU Unit
St. Lukes Hospital
90 Page Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

ELECTRIC HEAT

he electric heat project is in full swing with the

heaters already in. There will be considerable
work done in the ‘closet’ to revamp and upgrade the
service boxes for 200A.

An inspection and breaking in test is still pending,
but all this will be done before a serious autumn chill
iS upon us.

73 de Dave, KLIGV

FOR SALE

ohn 25 tower sections and base, includes 2 regu-

lar sections, 1 tapered top section and 1 flat top
section, and tower base Also includes Rohn engi-
neering manual.

$200 ddivered in Southeastern M assachusetts
area.

Proceeds from the sale will be donated to FARA
in memory of Phil Choate, N1GLC.

klwcc@arrl.net
Henry, KIWCC, Falmouth, MA
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IRLP-ECHOLINK RESTORED
To makean OUTBOUND call from 147.000 —
e |RLP =[4 digit node number]
e EchoLink = Star (*) + [node number]
e Disconnect =73
To make an INBOUND call to 147.000 —

e EchoLink on your computer,
“WI1AEC-R” and doubleclick onit.

e EchoLink from another repeater or simplex
node, call node 44347.

e [RLP from another repeater or simplex node,
call node 4347.

Any questions, comments or problems? You can

contact me or report it to technical @semara.org.

Rick, W1RJC, Technical Committee

look up

BOY SCOUT JAMBOREE

October 5-7
Fort Tabor in New Bedford
plan to put one HF station and one 2M/440 station
on the air between 9AM and 5PM on Saturday.
Two people for 2-3 hours each throughout the day
would be greet.
| have two radios, |C-706 and Yaesu 2M/440 but
will need an HF antenna. | have a supply of batteries
so we would not need to run off of power supplies. |
will be there with a Troop and will probably have
another station set up on Friday night through to
Sunday morning.
Let me know if you can help.
774-930-6403
nlvuf@yahoo.com.
73 deBrad, N1VUF
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OCT VE SESSIONS

Walk-ins permitted unless otherwise noted.
http://www.arr|.or g/ar rlvec/examsear ch.phtml

SEMARA Clubhouse — 10:30 a.m. 6 Oct
Larry Houbre-AA1FS
L RHguy@earthlink.net
508-991-6055

Braintree, MA — 8:45a.m. none
William Needham-K 1IWN
KIWN@aol.com
781-843-4000

Canton, MA — 7:30 p.m. 18 Oct
Lou HarrissN1UEC
N1UEC@Norwood-ARC.org
508-668-0858

Cranston, Rl —9;00 a.m. none
Ken Carr-K BIAWV
KB1AWYV @arrl.net
401-828-1665

Fall River, MA — 7:00 p.m. 15 Oct
Skip Denault-KB1CNB
skip@NewT estamentSchool.org
774-644-3469

Falmouth, MA — 9:00 a.m. 13 Oct
Ben Fleck-W2LYE
BenFleck@cape.com
508-540-2583

Middletown, Rl — 9:00 a.m. none
Jack Garforth-K11G
K1llG@verizon.net
401-683-2250

Providence, RI — 7:00 p.m. 11 Oct
L ou Mester-W1CH
W 1CH @cox.net
401-263-6045

Slatersville, Rl —9:00 a.m. 27 Oct
Robert JonesWB1P
WBI1P@arrl.net
401-333-4787

NE FLEA MARKETS

http://www.ar rl.or g/hamfests.html

6 Oct : Mt. Tom ARA Feeding Hills, MA

John — 413-563-1605
7 Oct: CT State Conv Wallingford, CT
John — 203-440-4968

12-13 Oct : NE Am. Radio Fest Deerfield, NH

Mike — 978-250-1235
210c¢t: Flea@ MIT Cambridge, MA
Nick — 617-253-3776
27 Oct : Tri-City ARC Waterford, CT
Darryl — 860-443-7799
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SOME OCT CONTESTS

http://www.ar rl.or g/contests/

RSGB 21/28 MHz Contest - SSB/CW, 0700Z-
1900Z Oct 7. Frequencies: 15 and 10 meters (see
Web site for band plan), work UK stations only.
See: www.rsgbhfcc.org.

PSK Rumble (The Fall Classic) - PSK31, 0000Z-
2400Z Oct 6. Freguencies. 160-6 meters. See
WWW.N2ty.or g/seasons/tara rumble rules.html.

10-10 Day Sprint - Phone/CW/Digital, 0001Z-
23597, Oct 10. One QSO per station, regardless of
mode. See: www.ten-ten.org.

Worked All Britain HF Contest - Phone, 1200Z
Oct 13-1200Z Oct 14. Frequencies: 20-10 meters.
See: www.wor ked-all-britain.co.uk.

FISTS Fall Sprint - CW, 1700Z-2100Z Oct 13.
Frequencies: 80-10 meters. See: www.fists.org.

W/VE ldands QSO Party - CW/SSB/Digital,
1600Z Oct 20-2359Z Oct 21. Frequencies: 160-6
meters. See; www.usislands.or g.

CQ World Wide DX Contest - SSB, 0000Z Oct
27-2400Z Oct 28. Frequencies: 160-10 meters. See:
WWW.CQWW.Ccom.

10-10 International CW/Digital Contest - 0001Z
Oct 27-2359Z Oct 28. See: www.ten-ten.org.
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LOCAL REPEATER DIRECTORY

See http://www.semara.org/repeaters.htm

Frequency CTCSS Call Location
144
145.110 - 67.0 KB1BWN New Bedford
145.130 - 151.4 WF1A W Greenwich, RI
145.150 - 123.0 WAI1DGW Fall River
145.450 - 100.0. WISYE Portsmouth, RI
145.490 - 67.08 WISMA Fairhaven
146.655 - 838.5 WAI1GPO Falmouth
146.685 - N1zIZ Plymouth
146.700 - K1CR Cranston, RI
146.730 - 67.0 W1SGL Sandwich
146.760 - WIHQV Scituate, RI
146.805 - 67.0 NNI1D Fall River
146.835 - 1928 WAI1QCA Johnston, RI
146.880 - 100.0 WCIR Newport, RI
146.940 - K1KYI Lincoln, RI
146.955 - 838.5 KI1PBO Dennis
147.000+ semara  67.0* WI1AEC Dartmouth
147.045+ 141.3 WIHDN W Warwick, RI
147.120+ 173.8 KIWEW Portsmouth , RI
147.135+ 67.0 KA1GG Taunton
147.165+ 67.0 WAI1HAH Exeter, R
147.180+ 67.0 WMV Bridgewater
147.195+ 127.3 KI1SMH Attleboro
147.315+ 67.0 WG1U Plymouth
147.330+ 131.8 WI1AQ E. Prov., Rl
147.345+ 885 KBI1QL W Tisbury

" IRLP-4347 & E-Link-44347
YRLP-4617 & E-Link-4611; 2173.8 required to use | RLP-4907

222
223.760 - K1KYI Scituate, RI
223.780 - 88.5 NI1PYN Brockton
223.820 - 67.0 N1IJBC Newport, RI
223.900 - KA1ABI Coventry, RI
223.920 - KAILMX Warwick, RI
223.960 - 127.3 KAI1RCI Johnston, RI
223.980 - W10P Johnston, RI
224.040 - 67.0 KAIRCI Lincoln, RI
224.060 - 103.5 N1ZZN Norwell
224.200 - 100.0 KAIMYV Lincoln, RI
224.320 - 118.8 WI1ZSA Walpole
224.400 - 1035 N1KUG Quincy
224.560 - 100.0 KAINXS Exeter, R
224.620 - 88,5 NI1TVZ Attleboro
224.660 - WIKG Medway
224.760 - KA1SO0 W Warwick, RI
224.920 - 67.0 N1BC N. Prov., Rl
224.960 - 88,5 WIVET Warwick, RI

440

Check http://www.ner epeater s.com/se.htm#440

FISTS CW no.10555

GPS Coordinates:

Grid Coordinates: FN41mo

Lat. N 41° 36.795' Long. W 070° 56.550’

Directions to SEMARA

RORTH

WEET EAST

INTEESTATE L5

s

i

SEMARA CLUBHOUSE
54 DONALD STREET
SOUTH DARTMOUTH

(508) 997-7070 L

N 41° 36.795'
W 070° 56.550'

MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING: 7 PM FIRST TH
RAGCHEW AT THE CLUBHOUSE: 7-11 AM SU

— MOST-OF-THE-TIME ACITIVITIES —

EARLY BIRD BREAKFAST: 6 AM TU & TH

The Symposium
851 Mount Pleasant Street, New Bedford

CLuB COFFEE MEET: 1 PM WEEKDAYS
Boston Coffee & Bagel
122 Allen Street (corner of Dartmouth Street)
New Bedford

LUNCHEON: 11:30 AM FR

Meet at the clubhouse at 11:15 AM to decide
which local restaurant is to have the honor of our
presence that week




