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Bob Zeida, NlBLF, was the guest 
speaker at our November Tech Talk 

held on November 21, 2002. Bob's 
presentation "Resources for Blind and 
Handicapped Hams" gave an overview 
of the Courage Handi-Ham System and 
the Talking Information Center {TIC) 
headquartered in Marshfield, MA. 

Bob makes digital audio recordings 
of books and magazines for use by 
handicapped hams. The recordings are 
distributed by the above groups (and 
others) to needy hams. 

The recordings are also broadcast 
. by TIC throughout New England over 
125 cable systems, six radio stations, 
and three major TV stations (WGBX 
channel 44 Boston, WGBY channel 57 
Springfield, and NHP channel 11 in 
New Hampshire.) on their SAP channel. 

Bob gave a rundown on the past 
and present recording facilities in his 
home. Whereas years ago most re­
cordings were on cassettes, today's re­
cordings are in a digital format on CDs. 
At the present time Bob does all his re­
cording using a computer program to 
record, edit and format the final product 
prior to burning it on a CD. 

Bob has also recorded many ARRL 
books and manuals including the vari­
ous study guides used to prepare for the 
amateur radio examination. 

It was a pleasure to hear Bob's talk 
and realize the difference one person 
can make through a commitment to 
helping others. Bob may be a volunteer, 
but he is a full time worker! 

BOB ZElDA, N1BLF 

RESOURCES 
The Courage Handi-Ham System: handiham.org 

The Talking Information Center: www.ticnet.com 

The Courage Center: www.courage.org 
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*********************************** 
EDITOR 

William M. Miller Jr. KliBR 
Phone:(508)996-2969 

E-Mail: EDITOR@SEMARA.ORG 

*********************************** 

ADVERTISING 

Commercial ads the size of a business card 
will be accepted. Rates are $5.00 for one in­
sertion, $20.00 for six insertions, and $35.00 
for twelve insertions. 

Non-commercial ads up to forty words in 
length will be accepted. Rate is $3.00 for one 
or $12.00 for six- insertions. Club members 
have one free non-commercial ad per month. 

*********************************** 
THE DEADLINE FOR 

SUBMITIING ARTICLES FOR 
PUBLICATION IS THE 15TH 

OF THE PRECEDING MONTH. 
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1.) Shunt Fed Pierce 
2.) Series Tuned Hartley 
3.) Shunt Fed Hartley 
4.) Series Tuned Colpitts 
5.) Shunt Fed Colpitts 

ANSWER- See page 7 
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SEMARA's ZERO BEAT December 2002 

I ZERO BEAT'S NEW LOOK I 
This issue inaugurates a "NEW LOOK" to ZERO BEAT. The 

text will be sharper and the pictures will look like photographs. 
This change came about thanks to the good folks at our print shop, 
AlphaGraphics. 

It was brought to their attention that we would like better looking 
photos in our newsletter. They suggested that our newsletter be 
brought to them as a digital file. In turn, they would print ZERO 
BEAT directly from the file. (In the past we brought them printed 
copies for reproduction.) Since the October issue of ZERO BEAT 
had particularly bad renderings of the pictures, it was used as a test 
bed After several "dry runs," a digital file of the October issue was 
generated that AlphaGraphics was able to reproduce exactly as it ap­
peared on the computer screen. The results were nothing short of phe­
nomenal! (A Zip Disk was used to transport the file to the printer.) 

Over the next few months several other "enhancements" of the 
newsletter are planned. Most will be subtle and transparent to the 
reader. Stay tuned ... 

SEMARA CHRISTMAS PARTY 2002 
Tickets for the SEMARA 2002 Christmas Party are on sale. As usual, we will 
have a Deluxe Buffet with Prime Rib, Baked Stuffed Shrimp, Baked Ham, 
Chicken, etc. 

$20 PER TICKET 
A gift exchange will be conducted. To join in the gift exchange bring a gift valued 
at about $5 and mark it MAN or WOMAN. (Men bring gifts for men, and women 
bring gifts for women.) 

LAST CHANCE TO 
BUY TICKETS IS 
THE DECEMBER 
CLUB BUSINESS 

MEETING. 

Thursday, December 12, 2002 
Cocktails: 6- 7 pm 

Deluxe Buffet Dinner: 7 pm 

CENTURY HOUSE 
1 07 South Main Street 
Acushnet, MA 02743 

2002 SEMARA OFFICERS 
President 

Raymond Arruda, KB lEVX 

Trustees: 

Vice President 
William Miller Jr., KliBR 

Martin Jordan, KA 1 YFV - Chairman 
William Vincent, WIPOW Edward Blouin, KAIAW 
Norman Riley, WIATI Andrew Reuter, WAlFNM 

Secretary 
Henry Blanchett, WlGYL 

Treasurer 
Scott Szala, W lEV 

Board of Directors: 

Edward Blouin, KAlA W 
Martin Jordan, KAlYFV 

Richard Simpkin, WAlCRA 
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I MEETING MINUTES I 
T he November business meeting was called to 

order at 7:01 pm by President Ray Arruda, 
KBlEVX. Thirty-seven members were present. 
The Secretary's report was read and accepted. The 
Treasurer's report was read and accepted. 

COMMITIEE REPORTS 
Buildings and Grounds- None. 
Technical- Chairman Bill Miller, KliBR, re­

ported that the new 2 meter repeater antenna should 
be installed by December. 

Scholarship -None. 
Internet - There will be a monthly update of the 

member's list on our website following each busi­
ness meeting. 

Communications - A solicitation to buy ama­
teur logbook software posted on bulletin board. 

Ratifications - Seven new/reinstated members 
were voted into club. See "CLUB NOTES" for the 
list of new members voted into the association. 
(Page 4) 

President's Comments - President Ray Ar­
ruda, KBlEVX, thanked all that helped shingle the 
clubhouse. Projects for next year will be the 80 foot 
tower erection, and a new floor in the clubhouse 
meeting room. Shingling of the north side of the 
clubhouse will also be accomplished. Ray requested 
that members leave the rest rooms in a clean condi­
tion following their use. CEMARC has started a 
Youth Group net, see the bulletin board for details. 
The Christmas party will be held on December 12th 
at the Century House in Acushnet. See the club 
treasurer Scott Szala, WlEV, for tickets (no limit 
on tickets.) There will be an optional gift exchange 
of $5 gifts at the party. 

On November 3rd, a meeting was held at the 
club for Boy Scouts interested in amateur radio and 
emergency communications. Plans call for club 
members Rob Macedo, KDlCY; Brad Anselmo, 
Nl VUF, Tony Duarte, NlXRS, and Mike Reale, 
KBlCHQ, to mentor the students and assist them 
in getting an amateur radio license. Ray thanked 
these members for stepping forward and undertak­
ing this venture. If enough students sign up for this 
project, a "Venturing" program in conjunction with 
the Boy Scouts of America will be undertaken. 

Ray thanked Bob Methia, NlHCW, for donat­
ing a metered power supply to the club. Ray 

thanked Lazar Lazarov, KBlGSK, for donating 
a blood pressure cuff to the club. Finally, Ray 
showed the members the aprons that will used at 
the Fleamarket next year by members collecting 
money. 

Old Business - President Ray Arruda pre­
sented Bill Miller, KliBR, a plaque for 44 years 
of service to the club. Bill thanked the members 
and said he was deeply touched by this gesture. 

New Business - Lazar Lazarov, KBlGSK, 
broached the subject of the club buying a defibril­
lator for the club. He also advocated setting up 
CPR training. Lazar additionally offered to pay 
10% of the cost of a defibrillator. The members 
took the ideas under advisement for consideration 
at a subsequent meeting. 

Nomination Of Officers - Nominating Com­
mittee Chairman Carl Bredberg, KlKID, pre­
sented a slate of officers for 2003. (See page 5 for 
details.) 

For the good ofthe club- Nothing. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:50pm. 

I DIRECTIONS TO CLUB I 
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SEMARA CLUBHOUSE 
54 DONALD STREET 

SOUTH DARTMOUTH 
(508) 992-0613 

147.00 /147.60 

KEMPTON ST. 

HAWI"HORNST. 

ALLEN ST. 

RUSSEUl MILLS ROAD 
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CLUB NOTES 
D ecember finds houses fes­

tooned with the lights and 
decorations of the season. It warms 
the hearts of all - even Scrooge 
himself! Christmas falls on 
Wednesday this year. Got all your 
shopping done? 

S even applicants were voted life 
members of the club during the 

November 7th business meeting: 
Carl Cooperrider, KBliWU 
Ronald Correia, NlDXD* 
Manuel DeOliveira, NlMAO 
Jerry Flaherty 
Morgan lliller, KBliYM 
R. Keith Hiller, KBliZI 
Kenneth Perreault, NlKP 
* = reinstatement 

A rmand Augustine has up­
graded his call from 

WBlBUG to WlBUG. (He got rid 
of the first "bee" but kept the 
"bug"!) Congratulations, Armand! 

S cott Szala, WlEV, was re­
cently promoted to Lieutenant 

in the Massachusetts State Police. 
Scott is club Treasurer as well as 
Activities Chairman. Congratula­
tions, Scott! 

T he new hot dog steamer was 
"put to the test" at the Novem­

ber business meeting. It was loaded 
with three dozen dogs and buns. 
By the end of the meeting they 
were all gone! It appears food is 
like candy to hams. In addition to 
the hot dogs consumed at the busi­
ness meeting, the members have 
also been going through a crock­
pot of hot soup every Sunday 
morning at the club! Bear in mind 
that is in addition to the two dozen 
donuts and one dozen malasadas 
also served on Sunday morning! 

I CEMARC YOUTH NET STARTED I 
The CEMARC* Group has concluded arrange­
ments for the start of a YOUTH NET. 

The YOUTH NET will air starting Sunday, No­
vember lOth at 7:00pm. This net will be a directed 
net, with a Teen Net Control Operator, strictly for 
youth's up to Grade 12. Subject matter will be at 
the discretion of the net attendee's. All young op­
erators are welcome. 

NO ADULTS WILL BE ALLOWED * 

The Minute Man Repeater Association, through 
Kevin Paetzold, KlKWP, has graciously made 
available their linked system to air this net, and 
will have control operator's monitoring. In addi­
tion, Ann Weldon, KAlPON, a mother, grand­
mother, Club President, and school teacher, has 
agreed to act as a mentor and help to coordinate 
this net. 

What can you and I do? First, talk up the net start. 
Then, advise all youth that you are aware of to try 
connecting to one or more of the MMRA 
repeaters before the net start, to see which repeater 
is best for them from their QTH. Help them decide 
if you can. Check MMRA web site for list of 
repeaters. <http://www.MMRA.org> 

The future of amateur radio, and our clubs depends 
on the young operators. Their future in continuing 
in the hobby depends on us. Let's not fail them, our 
ourselves. 

(*) While no adults will be recognized during the 
Net, parents who desire to sign on their child, un­
der their control, using their call, may do so. 
However, once the Net starts, no adults will be rec­
ognized, only the child who was checked in. 

Direct any questions to: 
* Council of Eastern Mass. Amateur Radio Clubs: 

Frank Murphy- NlDHW <nldhw@arrl.net> or 
Ann Weldon- KAlPON <aweldon@aol.com> or 
Kevin Paetzold -KlKWP <klkwp@arrl.net> 
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j2003 SEMARA NOMINATIONS! 
D uring the November business meeting, 

Nominating Committee Chairman Carl 
Bredberg, Kl.KID, presented a slate of offi­
cers for the coming year. Then the meeting 
was opened up for nominations from the floor 
and several more names were added to the 
list. The floor will be opened up for final 
nominations just prior to the commencement 
of voting during the December meeting. 

Members wishing to vote by absentee 
ballot must send a request for said ballot to 
the club Secretary at least two weeks prior to 
the December business meeting. Please refer 
to Article VI in the club's bylaws for com­
plete information on nominations and elec­
tions. 

On Monday, November 4, 
2002, the shingling of 

the front of the clubhouse 
was completed. The club­
house looks like new. 

During the week of No­
vember 17th, the front porch 
was modified to prevent it 
from crushing the new shin­
gles. This was accomplished 
by moving the railings for­
ward about two inches on the 
rear of the porch. A small job, 
but it took a full morning to 
complete it! 

Plans call for the north 
side of the clubhouse to be 
shingled next year. When that 
work is completed, the shin­
gling crew can take a break 
until the new addition is built 
on the back of the clubhouse. 

SEMARA 2003 NOMINATIONS 

PRESIDENT-

VICE PRESIDENT-

SECRETARY-

TREASURER-

Ray Arruda, KB IEVX 

Carl Bredberg, KlKID 
Dick Simpkin, WAICRA 

Henry Blanchett, WIGYL 

Scott Szala, WlEV 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - (Vote for three.) 

AlanDulong, WBIFQP 
Marty Jordan, KAIYFV 
Andy Reuter, W AIFNM 
Dick Simpkin, WAlCRA 
Bill Vincent, WIPOW 

TRUSTEE- Bill Miller, KliBR 
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ESTATE SALE 
The following amateur equipment is offered for sale: 

KENWOOD 

ASTRON 

SWAN 

MIDLAND 

NPC 

B&W 

ASTATIC 

SHURE 

DRAKE 

TS-570S HF transceiver, with 

RS-35A power supply 

500CX HF transceiver 

l17XC power supply 

51 OX crystal unit 

VX2 VOX unit 
phone patch 

13-510A 2 meter transceiver, with 

power supply, 12V, 12 Amp 

380B electronic T/R switch 

JT-30mike 
Unisphere 565 golden mike (Dynamic) 

TVl 00 low-pass filter 

RADIO SHACK remote speaker 

MILITARY J-38 code key 

? 
? 
? 

2 meter mobile clip-on antenna 

Soldering irons (2) 
Box of assorted PL type connectors 

ROHN model 25G, 30 foot tower & antennas 
(Must be taken down and removed) 

CDE rotator (AR-22?) 

? 440 long-john yagi 
? Dual or tribander beam (?) 

CUSHCRAFT 6 meter Ringo Ranger vertical 

All of the above equipment was working when taken out of 
service two years ago, but is being sold "as is." Some shipping 
boxes and manuals are available. The equipment is offered 
ONLY AS A LOT, and offers to buy particular items are not so­
licited. Please don't ask for the above lot to be broken down. 

The whole lot is offered for $1,600 FIRM. 
CONTACT: Marie, at (508) 998-9356 evenings between 4 

and 9 pm. If no answer, please leave your name and phone num­
ber on the answering machine. 

December 2002 

NEXTSEMARA 
VESESSION 
December 7, 2002 

10:30 am 
SEMARA Clubhouse 

DECEMBER 
VESESSIONS 

09 Brookline, MA 
Mike Ardai 
781-321-7939 

12 Providence, RI 
Judy Nelson 
401-231-9156 

14 Falmouth, MA 
Joanne Reid 
508-548-1121 

18 Cambridge,-MA 
Nick Altemdbemd 
617-253-3776 

21 Marlborough, MA 
Bill Wade 
617-699-3670 

POINT TO 
PONDER 

"Bureaucracy is a giant 
mechanism 

operated by pygmies." 

';i/D«Me tie ~ 
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Please support these fine sponsors of our newsletter 
WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION ; 

Chuck Wyrick 
Manager 
KM4NZ 

Ml 
'ADIO 

TifT 
224 N. Broadway 
Sa/em, NH 03079 
(603) 898~3750, 1-800-444-0047 

ANAHEI' I CA ·ATLANTA GA ·DENVER CO· OAKLAND CA 
PHOENIX AZ ·PORTLAND OR· SALE\" NH ·SAN DIEGO CA 

SUNNYVALE CA ·'JAN NUYS CA • \\'OODBRIDGE VA 

NOQUOCHOKE ORCHARDS 
594 Drift Road, Westport, MA 02790 

(508) 636-2237 

Apples - Pears - Peaches 
Sweet Apple Cider - Squash 
Westport Macomber Turnips 

Hay & Custom Work 

91o5ton &ffee & Yiaget 
122 Allen Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

(508) 992-3064 

9/'t.w JeU~ing fuw deO ~ 

STAN & PAUL'S, INC. 
215 State Road 

No. Dartmouth, MA 02747 

We meet or beat all appliance prices! 
Sales Resale Store Service 

(508) 994-6060 (508) 999-3623 (508) 994-4311 
(508) 295-3700 Fax: (508) 999-9373 (508) 994-9082 

- Call Today or VISit Us On-Line,..., 
Web site: E-mail: 

www.stanandpauls.com -or- info@stanandpauls.com 

603-465-2422 
603-889-7905 
800-323-5876 

Jl 
BERNIE PEABODY NliMO 
DICK Wll.BORG Wl ZC 

BELTRONICS, INC. 
AMAlRJR RADIO SERVICE DIVISION 

www.bellronics.net 

P.O.BOX330 
19 PROCTOR Hill RD. 

FAX 603-465-3320 HOLUS, N-1 03049 

NEW BEDFORD LINGUICA COMPANY, INC. 
Manufacturers Of 

56 Davis Street 
New Bedford, MA 02746 

Http://www.fragozo.com 

Phone (508) 992-9367 
Fax (508) 992-9398 

Credit Cards Accepted 

I smdiO:J paun.r sapas (•tl 
SEMARA EVENT CALENDAR 

YISIT 
SEHMIA 
ON THE 

WEB 

SEMARA.ORG 

I SEND E·HA.H TO: I 
INFO@SEMARA.ORG 

DECEMBER 2002 

5- Business Meeting, 7:00pm. 

7- VE Session, 10:30 am. 

12- CHRISTMAS PARTY, 6 PM 
Century House, South Main Street, Acushnet 

19 - Ragchewing, 6:30 pm., Eat Out 8:00 pm. 

JANUARY 2003 

4- VE Session, 10:30 am. 

2- Business Meeting, 7:00pm. 

9 - Ragchewing, 6:30pm., Eat Out 8:00pm. 

16- Tech-Talk, 7 pm, "Red Cross & Emergencies" 

Coffee Hour at the clubhouse every Sunday at 7 - 11 am. Drop by and ragchew! 



SEMIRA NET DIRECTORY 2003 FLEAMARKETS 
-Sunday- - SEMCARES NET- March 15 - Pomfret, CT 
8 am 28.700 1st Sunday each month at 7:30pm 

April 6 - Southington, CT -Daily- 145.490- (Fairhaven Repeater) 
7pm 146.550 FAIRHAVEN WEATHER NET April 20 - MIT 

-Monday to Friday- 8 p.m. Monday- Friday 145.49 May18-MIT 7:30am 3.872 MHz 

June 15 -MIT 

145.150- 123.0 WAlDOW Fall River 441.400 + 192.8 
145.490- KDICY Fairhaven 442.200 + 88.5 
146.445 +lMhz 91.5 KBIBWN Dartmouth 442.600+ 100.0 
146.655- 88.5 WAIGPO Falmouth 443.450 + 88.5 
146.805 136.5 KIRFI Fall River 443.500+ 141.3 
146.685- WILM Plymouth 443.600+ 
146.955- 88.5 KIPBO Dennis 443.800+ 88.5 
147.000+ 67.0 WlAEC Dartmouth 444.200+ 118.8 
147.345 + 88.5 KBIQL Vineyard 444.250+ 141.3 
147.135 + 67.0 NDlN Taunton 444.350+ 88.5 
147.180 + 67.0 WlMV Bri"ewater 444.550+ 88.5 
146.730- WlSGL San wich 447.075- 88.5 

Southeastern Massachusetts Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 
54 Donald Street, South Dartmouth, MA 02748 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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PLACE LABEL HERE 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

WGIU Assonet 
NINRL Fall River 
KILIQ Tiverton, RI 
KIMYL Westport 
KlPBO Barnstable 
NSIN Norwell 
WlRJC Dartmouth 
NlYHS Bourne 
WAIGPO Falmouth 
WlACT Fall River 
WlMV Bridgewater 
NlDZD Kingston 

F/RITCIA$1 

Tim
New Stamp


