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THE FINISHING TOUCHES BY THE RIGGERS ON THE

SOMMERS LOG-YAGI ANTENNA MOUNTED ON THE 85’ TOWER

MARTY-KA1YFV,TONY-N1JXZ , ANTHONY-
KB1UAM, AND MARCEL-W1MLD

GROUND CREW - PUTTING THE SUPPORT CABLE

AND VHF ANTENNA IN PLACE

This day was a long 
time in coming!

Thanks to Marcel 
and crew, we’re on 

the air, again.
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It seems to me … de Bob - K1KVV, Editor

POINT TO PONDER
"The wind and the waves are always 
on the side of the ablest navigators.”

—Edward Gibbon

that we all owe Marcel-W1MLD a ton of thanks. He is my hero! Now that we 
have a grand antenna, I can’t wait until we have a RADIO ROOM again. Then we can 
operate on the air even if there are some present who prefer eye-ball QSOs.

Can we start to plan ahead? What kind of things might we do to expose young 
people to the fun of ham radio? Do you think we might do some club operating 
from picnic tables or the like? Do we have a handy SEMARA Banner to hang on a 
tree or some such place? We can get some publicity for the club and ham radio in 
general if we think about it!

LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE MORE GRASS TO MOW

UNTIL WE PUT A RADIO ROOM HERE.

Look for the introduction of “departments” that will appear (semi-)regularly. 
My idea is to share the ownership of the pages of Zero Beat. I have asked several 
folks to concider staking out some editorial space. Now all I have to do is to get 
firm agreements on their part.

You may remember that there were some false starts in the past – ‘Get to know 
the Members,’ and ‘Equipment Reviews’ to name just two. The burden is the need 
to have material ready every month. [I  put out my 120th issue this September.]

So perhaps they will consider sharing their material every month - but with an 
occassional lapse if it happens. Lets hope that they all don’t happen at once! :-) 
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June 6, 2013
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by the 

President, Marcel (W1MLD) with salute to the flag. 
The roll was called with 24 members and 0 guests 
present. A moment of silence was held for Ed Duclos 
(WA1ZCB-SK)

SECRETARY’S REPORT

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously 
approved to dispense with reading the report and accept 
as posted on the bulletin board and published in Zero 
Beat.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer, Mike (KB1NB) reported income of 
$3189 and major expenses this month of a rotor($1554), 
scholarship ($500) and estimated taxes ($2500), leaving 
a total balance between accounts of $56964. A motion 
was made, seconded and unanimously approved to refer 
the report to audit. 

There was also some brief discussion regarding the 
NETCOM balance.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Buildings and Grounds
Marty (KA1YFV) mentioned that the weed trimmer 

was in poor condition and was in need of being replaced. 
This discussion was held for new business. 

Also, thanks to Ray Arruda (KB1EVX) for assisting 
in grounds maintenance.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

ARES, RACES, SKYWARN
Joe (N1IXC) stated that the recent RACES drill went 

well, with approximately ½ dozen check ins.

Radio Events
Bob (K1KVV) mentioned upcoming Field Day (6/22) 

and Kids Day, as well as other upcoming events.

Repeater
Rick (W1RJC) reported that he was still working on 

the 2M and 220 MHz systems, and brought the new 
Raspberry Pi computer setup to show the members.

Website
Rick (W1RJC) reported that all was well with the 

website.

COMMUNICATIONS

Joe (N1IXC) reported that he sent a sympathy card to 
the family of Ed Duclos (WA1ZCB-SK), and a thank 
you card to Mark Maloney, NBEMA, for bringing the 

EMA EOC to SEMARA the past month.

RATIFICATION OF NEW MEMBERS

Two applications for membership were received this 
month from Philip Moloney (W1PCM) and Deolan 
Moloney. A motion was made, seconded and unani-
mously voted to accept both as life members.

OLD BUSINESS

Marcel (W1MLD) spoke about the rotor on the tower 
and the issues found when removing it while preparing 
the tower for the new one. 

There was also discussion regarding auxiliary backup 
power for the building and repeater site. A representative 
from F M Generator will be invited to speak to the 
membership regarding power options. 

There was also some discussion regarding plans and 
drawings for the proposed new building addition.

NEW BUSINESS

After some discussion, a motion was made, seconded 
and unanimously voted to allocate up to $200.00, with 
the approval of the Finance Committee, for a new weed 
cutter and miscellaneous equipment for the cutter. 

A motion was also made, seconded and unanimously 
approved to allocate up to $200.00, with the approval of 
the Finance Committee, to purchase a new thrust bearing 
for the rotor to replace insufficient equipment on the 
tower. 

It was also noted that all equipment from Ed Duclos 
has been donated to and received by SEMARA.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE CLUB

Eric (N1WCO) noted that the past Flea Market went 
well and total revenue was $93.00.

ADJOURN

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously 
approved to adjourn at 8:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Marc M. Dumont (KB1ODE), Secretary

The June 50/50 raffle was won by 
Joe K (N1IXC).  

The split was $26.00/$26.00.
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Club Numbers
GPS Coordinates:

Lat. N 41° 36.795’ Long. W 070° 56.550’
— o —

Maidenhead Grid Coordinates: FN41mo
— o —

For FISTS Sprints: FISTS #10555

LOCAL NETS
Everyone is welcome to check in!

147.000+ (PL 67.0 Hz) (FM) — Massachusetts RAC-
ES/ACS Drill (Region 2, Sector A) is held on the first 
Monday of the month at 7:30 PM.

50.200 MHz (USB) — Net is held Wednesdays at 8:30 
PM. Dick, K1AHA (Dartmouth) is net control.

28.490 MHz (USB) — Net is held Tuesdays at 8:30 
PM. Dick, K1AHA (Dartmouth) is net control.

3868 kHz (LSB) — SEMARA Morning Net is held 
weekdays from 7:30-8 AM ET.

1875 kHz (LSB) Net is held Fridays at 7PM. Dave, 
K1JGV is net control with Dick, K1AHA as back up.

NEXT VE SESSION @ SEMARA
August 3, 2013

Clubhouse @ 10:30 AM 
Contact: Fred Bacon-N1TF
exams [at] semara [dot] org

508-748-0047

LOCAL REPEATER DIRECTORIES
See http://www.nerepeaters.com/se.htm

144 (http://www.nerepeaters.com/2m.htm)

222 (http://www.nerepeaters.com/222.htm)

440 (http://www.nerepeaters.com/440.htm)

902 (http://www.nerepeaters.com/902.htm)

CLUB ACTIVITIES
BUSINESS MEETING

First THURSDAY of the month @ 7 PM 

Sunday RAGCHEW 7-10 AM 

Thursday COFFEE CROWD
Dunkin Donuts @ Bliss Corner, Dartmouth @ 1 PM

Friday LUNCH BUNCH
Leave for LUNCH at 12 noon
Gather @ clubhouse before 12

Call on the repeater, if you wll be delayed
or you can phone the club, 508-997-7070

At the June business meeting, two applications for 
membership were received.

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously 
approved to accept both as life members.

The new members are:

Philip Moloney-W1PCM (G)
and Deolan Moloney [no call]

Welcome to the club!

No Tech Talk at July Meeting
Nothing scheduled at press time. 

VE Session Results
Two candidates passed exams on Saturday, June 1:

David C. Stern, KC1ABH - Technician and

Alan J.Perry, KC1ABJ - Technician.

Welcome to the hobby!

Need help getting on the air?

Ask any SEMARA member.
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13 Colonies Special Event

INDEPENDENCE WEEK: JULY 1-6, 2013

Runs thru Saturday, July 6, 2359 EDT

CT-DE-GA-MA-MD-NC-NH-NJ-NY-PA-RI-SC-VA

In 2013, the 13 Colonies special event stations will 
operate from July 1, 9:00 AM ET (July 1, 1300Z) to July 
6, 12:00 PM (midnight) ET (July 7, 0400Z).

The theme for 2013 is "Banners of the Revolution." 
The certificate (above) is printed on heavy card stock. 
Stations working one state or all 13, are eligible for the 
certificate. A "Clean Sweep" indicator will be affixed, 
for those lucky enough to contact all 13. 

A special endorsement will be attached for stations 
contacting our sister operation, WM3PEN, in Philadel-
phia, PA.

Special Event Call: K2H

Want to be a K2H operator? 

More details can be found at 13colonies.info. 

Contact me for the inside scoop. 

Bob-K1KVV

k1kvv[at] arrl [dot] net

An Operating Aid
For the special event station, since there are multiple 

operators in different locations, an interactive Google 
spreadsheet is used to coordination the times/bands/
modes of operation among the participants. Need to use 
it? Just contact me.

Bob-K1KVV

k1kvv[at] arrl [dot] net

Self-Spotting
Self-spot yourself on www.dxsummitt.fi

This works well if you want people to find you in all 
the QRM, especially when you are trading off operating 
periods.

It is also a good way to find the 13 Colonies Special 
Event Station spots. Just use the SEARCH box for “13 
Colonies” to get a list of the latest spots.

Join in the the fun – work all the stations and get 
yourself a fine certificate suitable for framing!

Bob-K1KVV

k1kvv[at] arrl [dot] net

Did you know that:
At the end of an exchange of third-party traffic with a 

station located in a foreign country, an FCC-licensed 
amateur must transmit the call sign of the foreign station
as well as his own call sign. 

Transmissions near band edges: 
You should not set your transmit frequency to be 

exactly at the edge of an amateur band or sub-band for 
ALL of the following reasons [F.C.C. R&R 97.101(a)]: 

 To allow for calibration error in the transmitter 
frequency display 

 So that modulation sidebands do not extend beyond 
the band edge 

 To allow for transmitter frequency drift 

 Do you know what these uncertainties are for your 
rig? You need to know where the band edges are, 
what your transmitting bandwidth is (and which 
sideband is being used for SSB), plus the uncertain-
ty contributions to your offset. Be sure to set your 
dial so you are completely within the (sub-)band 

(Continued on page 6)
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band when operating near the band edge.

 A special event call sign has a single letter in both 
the prefix and suffix. [97.3(a)(11)(iii)] -- K2H is an 
example ospecial event call sign. 

 You may operate a transmitter on an amateur service 
frequency after you pass the examination required 
for your first amateur radio license and as soon as 
your name and call sign appear in the FCC's Univer-
sal Licensing System (ULS) database. [97.5a] 

 International communications permitted by an FCC-
licensed amateur station are communications 
incidental to the purposes of the amateur service and 
remarks of a personal character. [97.117] 

 You are allowed to operate your amateur station in a 
foreign country when the foreign country authorizes 
it. 

 If your license has expired and is still within the 
allowable grace period, you may NOT continue to 
operate a transmitter on amateur service frequencies 
until the ULS database shows that the license has 
been renewed. [97.21(b)] 

(Continued from page 5)

BBQ Chicken Dinner - July 27th
Date: Saturday, July 27, 2013
Time: 12:00 PM
Where: SEMARA Clubhouse
Tickets: $8.00 Per Person

Scott-W1EV will be putting on his famous BBQ 
Chicken Dinner on Saturday, July 27, 2011, 12 noon at 
the SEMARA clubhouse.  Tickets are $8.00 and are 
now available from either Joe-N1IXC, Marcel-
W1MLD or Armand-W1BUG.

Tickets may also be purchased at the clubhouse at the 
monthly business meeting and any Sunday morning, 
beginning on June 30th, until they sell out.  

To maintain comfortable seating, only 50 tickets are 
being offered on a first come first serve basis.  

Attendees are encouraged to bring and appetite and a 
dessert.

Joe-N1IXC adds,

“We will need a few people to help out. Could 
members please pass the word around about 
this great dinner.”

A GLIMPSE FROM THE PAST – NO, THAT IS NOT A FIRE

EXTINGUISHER ON THE RIGHT, IT’S THE MAGIC

INGREDIENT THAT MAKES THE CHICKEN SO GOOD!

RI SKYWARN Training Class
A Rhode Island SKYWARN Training Class will be 

held in July. The details are listed below:
Saturday July 13th, 2013: 10 AM-1 PM:

North Scituate Public Library

606 West Greenville Road

North Scituate RI

Taught by: Amateur Radio Coordinator

Registration: Pre-registration required. 

RSVP to Rob Macedo-KD1CY via email at 
rmacedo [at] rcn [dot] com

The latest SKYWARN Training Schedule can be 
seen at the following link:

http://www.wx1box.org/node/36

There is the possibility that 1 or 2 more classes will 
be held in Rhode Island over the course of the summer. 

 There is a grace period of two years following the 
expiration of an amateur license within which the 
license may be renewed. [97.21(a)(b)] 

Bob-K1KVV
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2013 Hurricane Season 

On-the-Air Monitoring Checklist

Monitor major HF hurricane networks during events 
this season, which is predicted to be active to extremely 
active.

    The Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) on 14.325 MHz
is one of several key players. It serves the Atlantic, 
Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico regions and activates 
when a storm is within 300 miles of land, coordinating 
with the National Hurricane Center (NHC) in Miami. 
Frequent, detailed information is issued on nets when 
storms pose a threat to the US mainland. In addition to 
hurricane spotting, local communicators may announce 
that residents have evacuated from low-lying flood areas. 
Other amateurs across the country can help by relaying 
information, keeping the net frequency clear and by 
listening. See the HWN's website for more information,
www.hwn.org. The net works closely with WX4NHC, 
the Amateur Radio station at the NHC.

    The SATERN Net (Salvation Army Team 
Emergency Radio Network) provides emergency 
communication support to the Salvation Army and 
populations at large. They also handle health and welfare 
traffic. SATERN holds high profile nets on 20 meters 
(14.265 MHz) during major hurricanes and has a long 
history of excellence, discipline and service. Refer to the 
SATERN website for more information,
www.satern.org.

    The Maritime Mobile Service Net (MMSN) meets 
on 14.300 MHz and is composed of hams who serve and 
assist those in need of communications on the high seas. 
According to its website, the primary purpose of the net 

is for handling traffic from maritime mobile stations. The 
network is recognized by the United States Coast Guard 
and has an excellent working relationship with that 
agency. The MMSN has handled hundreds of incidents 
involving vessels in distress and medical emergencies in 
remote locations, as well as passing health and welfare 
traffic in and out of affected areas. They also work 
closely with the NWS and NHC by relaying weather 
reports from maritime stations. Website
www.mmsn.org.

    The VoIP SKYWARN and Hurricane Net
operates by combining both the EchoLink and IRLP 
linked repeater networks, while handling critical wide 
area communications during major severe weather and 
tropical events. These operations have gained national 
stature in recent years and are a critical partner with 
WX4NHC. Whenever tropical weather is imposing a 
threat to the US mainland and certain other areas of 
interest, the VoIP WX net will be fully operational. See 
the VoIP SKYWARN website for more information, 
voipwx.net.

During hurricane events, there are usually two or three 
regional nets (usually on 40 or 20 meters) that are key 
assets to the disaster response on an ad hoc basis. Watch 
for these nets, as well as the nationally recognized 
networks described above, this season. Don't transmit on 
their frequencies unless you are absolutely sure you have 
something substantive to add, and then only under the 
direction of the net control station. 

~ K1CE

This material originally appeared as part of an 
editorial in the ARRL journal QST. [Ed.]

General Questions from the Pool
G1A04 [97.303 (s)] Which of the following amateur 
bands is restricted to communication on only specific 
channels, rather than frequency ranges?

A. 11 meters B. 12 meters

C. 30 meters D. 60 meters

G1C03 [97.303s] What is the maximum bandwidth 
permitted by FCC rules for Amateur Radio stations when 
transmitting on USB frequencies in the 60 meter band?

A. 2.8 kHz B. 5.6 kHz

C. 1.8 kHz D. 3 kHz 

G1A13 [97.303] Which, if any, amateur band is shared 
with the Citizens Radio Service?

A. 10 meters B. 12 meters

C. 15 meters D. None

G1A11 [97.301(d)] Which of the following frequencies 
is available to a control operator holding a General Class 
license?

A. 28.020 MHz

B. 28.350 MHz

C. 28.550 MHz

D. All of these choices are correct



Local VE Sessions
http://www.arrl.org/

find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session

Walk-ins permitted unless otherwise noted.

SEMARA – 10:30 AM August 3rd

Fred Bacon-N1TF
exams [at] semara [dot] org
508-748-0047

Fall River, MA – 7:00 PM July 15th

Skip Denault-KB1CNB
skip [at] newtestamentschool [dot] org
774-644-3469

Falmouth, MA – 9:00 AM July 13th

W. Ben Fleck-K2LYE
BenFleck [at] verizon [dot] net
508-540-2583

Slatersville, RI – 9:00 AM August 24th

Robert E Jones-WB1P
bgjones49 [at] arrl [dot] net
401-333-4787 

Some Radio Events
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar

Jul 1, 0000Z - Jul 1, 2359Z 1.8-28 50-144 
Canada Day Contest Phone-CW

www.rac.ca/service/contesting
Jul 1, 0000Z - Jul 7, 2400Z 28

Ten-Ten Spirit of 76 QSO Party All-modes
www.ten-ten.org

Jul 4, 2300Z - Jul 5, 0300Z 1.8-28 50 
MI QRP July 4th Sprint CW

www.miqrp.org
Jul 6, 8 PM - Jul 7, 2 AM 7 

070 Club Firecracker PSK31 Sprint Digital
www.podxs070.com

Jul 6, 0000Z - Jul 7, 2400Z 1.8-28
Venezuelan Indep Day Contest All-modes

www.radioclubvenezolano.org/concurso.htm
Jul 6, 1100Z - Jul 7, 1059Z 3.5-28 

DL DX RTTY Contest Digital
www.drcg.de

Jul 7, 1100Z - Jul 7, 1700Z 28 
DARC 10-Meter Digital Corona Digital

www.darc.de/referate/ukw-funksport
Jul 12, 0230Z - Jul 12, 0300Z 1.8-14

NS Weekly Sprint CW
www.ncccsprint.com

Jul 12, 2000 EDT - Jul 12, 2400 EDT 3.5-28
FISTS Summer Sprint CW

www.fists.org/operating.html#sprints
Jul 13, 1200Z - Jul 14, 1200Z 1.8-28 

IARU HF World Championship Phone-CW
www.arrl.org/contests

Jul 13, 1200Z - Jul 14, 2359Z 1.8-28 50 
Straight Key Weekend Sprintathon CW

www.skccgroup.com
Jul 13, 1800Z - Jul 14, 2359Z 50+ VHF+ 

Alaska QSO Party All-modes
www.kl7yk.us/akqso.htm

Jul 14, 2000Z - Jul 14, 2159Z 14 
CQC Great Colorado Gold Rush CW

www.cqc.org/contests
Jul 20, 1200Z - Jul 21, 1200Z 3.5-28 

DMC RTTY Contest Digital
www.digital-modes-club.org

Jul 20, 1800Z - Jul 21, 2100Z 50,144 
CQ WW VHF Contest All-modes

www.cqww-vhf.com
Jul 20, 1800Z - Jul 21, 0600Z 3.5-28

North American QSO Party Digital
ncjweb.com/naqprules.php

Jul 27, 0000Z - Jul 28, 2400Z 144
144 MHz Digital EME Championship Digital

www.DUBUS.org
Jul 27, 1200Z - Jul 28, 1200Z 3.5-28 

RSGB IOTA Centenary Contest Phone-CW
www.rsgbcc.org

Jul 27, 1400Z -  See website 3.5-28 
MARAC US Counties QSO Party Phone-CW

www.marac.org
Jul 27, 1600Z - Jul 28, 2000Z 3.5-28 144

New Jersey QSO Party Phone-CW
www.njqp.hamshack.info

Jul 28, 1700Z - Jul 28, 2100Z 7-28
Flight of the Bumblebees CW

adventure-radio.org

Coming FLEAS & FESTS
www.arrl.org/hamfests/search

21 July Cambridge MA  FLEA @ MIT 
Nick 617 253 3776 

10 Aug Milo ME PARC 
George WA1JMM 207 441 6112 

18 Aug  Cambridge MA  FLEA @ MIT 
Nick 617 253 3776 

25 Aug N Adams MA NoBARC 
Tim KE3HT 413 822 7075

7 Sept Windsor ME AARA
Bill K1NIT 207 512 0312  

8 Sept Newtown CT CARA 
Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880

15 Sept Cambridge MA FLEA @ MIT 
Nick 617 253 3776 

21 Sept Forestdale RI RIAFMRS 
Pete AA1PL 401 639 4484 

21 Sept Manchester CT PVRA 
George AB1GL 860 716 3367 

21 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC 
Roger W1LH 207 454 2174 

28 Sept Brookline NH NEARC 
Bruce 603 772 7516 


